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Dear Evergreen Families: 
 
     As you may or may not be aware, an Evergreen Elementary School student was hit by a car at 
the intersection of Middle Park Road and Delta Road during the morning of Monday, August 27, 
2018.  The student and his grandmother, who was also hit by the car, were rushed to the hospital 
in an ambulance with multiple  injuries.  Due to the extent of their injuries, it was necessary for 
the student to miss fifteen days of school.  Although not completely healed, I am happy to report 
that the student returned to school on Monday, September 17, 2018.  Although I am overjoyed by 
the news of the return of the student, I am left with one question: 
 

“What is it going to take?” 
     
     “What is it going to take?” “What is it going to take to get people’s attention to slow down in 
the vicinity of a school?”  “What is it going to take to get people’s attention so they do not cross 
the street outside of the crosswalk?”  “What is it going to take for people to stop and read the 
numerous school to home traffic warnings?”  “What is it going to take?” 
      
     Will a student getting hit by a car and severely injured be what it takes to wake people up and 
practice good traffic etiquette?  Each day I am baffled as to why we have adults being such a poor 
example of traffic safety to the child they are responsible for getting to school safely, especially at 
the exit driveway.  There are a number of adults who cross the street between the exit driveway 
and the court across the street.  Why not take a few more steps to cross at the crosswalk near the 
gazebo?   
 
     As a parent, I can only imagine the grief and pain this Evergreen family has gone through, and 
will continue to go through, as their child recovers.  I DO NOT want another family to suffer a 
similar tragedy.  I would like to thank each adult that provides a good example to our children on 
how to get to school safely.  In order to maintain and create an environment to prevent another 
similar incident from happening again, I need your help.  If you have another adult taking or 
picking up your child from school, PLEASE make sure they are aware of the content of this 
letter.  If you do not practice good traffic etiquette, please start TODAY.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen E. Sweeney 
 


